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Hangeul Reform

Writing System:
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Hangeul

> Personal project of King Sejong that was
completed in late 1443 or 1444 and
promulgated in 1446.

> “The Proper Sounds for the Education of
the People” (Hunminjeongum) is a rare
explanation of a created writing system.

& Debate over possible influences on
Hangeul.




Geoffrey
Sampson’s

Taxonomy
(1985)

writing
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semasic;graphic: glottoraphic
Yukaghir

logographic phonographic

based on morphemic:
polymorphemic  Chinese

unit(e.g.,word) syllabic: segmental featural:

Linear B Korean
Kana /\

consonantal: vocalic +

Phoenician consonantal:
Hebrew Greek Latin
Arabic English French

(28 3) Sampsong| EXEFHE(DeFrancis 1989:60)



Velars: ——I —] _I—I

Featural Hangeul Alveolars: — = L[LC

& A featural script has elements Bilabials: I l HH
that indicate the components of

articulation, such as bilabial Dhentals: /\ K 7‘ M M
consonants, fricatives, or back
O ©

vowels.
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Reform Ideas 1: Linear writing

& Ju Si-gyeong (1876-1914): Leader of Hangeul revival movement in late 19t
century

® Choi Hyeon-bae (1894-1970): Leader of South Korean orthographic policy
from 1945 to the 1960s




Ju Si-gyeong
Proposal

TEX THZ HI IF 21 MH LHL TT8ID
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Ease of Learning

& Ju Si-gyeong operated a
school to teach Hangeul.

¢ Language of education was
Japanese during colonial
period (1910-1945)
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Typing and Printing

& Printing books and
newspapers in Hangeul was
a way to give it relevance
during Japanese colonial
rule.




Reform Ideas 2: Revised Graphemes

& North Korea: Revised orthography of 1948 included six new graphemes to
abandoned in 1954

& Seo Yun-yeong: Proposed additional graphemes in 1987




North Korean Revised

Orthograph
IR l—-E'; I:I — E—I‘ Pronunciation
¢ Designed improve — E-' — Letter pefore a| before a
morphophonemic o A —I vowel consonant
consistency by eliminating
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Obsolete Graphemes
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i e o_L.IL L |)-~'L

LIL @06+ 3* L_6_LLIL =+ SeO Yun—yeong
Proposal

7.0 L7 'LLLILCAN 771IL A/l

~C (v iEN TN U

'y ? ¢ Called “Sound Shape” (Malkkol)

® Proposed to make Hangeul
perfectly phonetic
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Reform ldeas 3: Typography Design

¢ Kim Jeong-su: Leaning Hangeul design in 1982

¢ Ahn Sang-soo: Various Hangeul fonts beginning in the 1980s
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Leaning Hangeul (1982)
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Ahn Sang-soo's Fonts







Hangeul
and
Perfection

Hangeul as Object of Perfection:
Respect for King Sejong, respect for
struggle to create independent national
culture amid imperialist pressures,
recognition of uniqueness of Hangeul.

Hangeul as Subject of Perfection:
Linear Hangeul for learning, typing, and
printing - “modern”; revised
graphemes as improving on the
original, new typography to improve
readability and aesthetics.
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Future Directions?
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