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Does non-linear arrangement 
of written units hinder the 
writing/reading interface?

Some counterexamples providing a negative answer, from Aztec script 
conventions to specific visual patterns in European texts
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Sonnets are full of love, and this my tome

Sonnets are full of love, and this my tome
   Has many sonnets: so here now shall be
   One sonnet more, a love sonnet, from me
   To her whose heart is my heart’s quiet home,
To my first Love, my Mother, on whose knee
   I learnt love-lore that is not troublesome;
   Whose service is my special dignity,
   And she my loadstar while I go and come.
And so because you love me, and because
   I love you, Mother, I have woven a wreath
   Of rhymes wherewith to crown your honoured name:
   In you not fourscore years can dim the flame
Of love, whose blessed glow transcends the laws
   Of time and change and mortal life and death.

Christina Rossetti, 1830 – 1894

Sonnets are full of love, and this my tome Sonnets are full of love, and 
this my tome Has many sonnets: so here now shall be One sonnet 
more, a love sonnet, from me To her whose heart is my heart’s quiet 
home, To my first Love, my Mother, on whose knee I learnt love-lore that 
is not troublesome; Whose service is my special dignity, And she my 
loadstar while I go and come. And so because you love me, and 
because I love you, Mother, I have woven a wreath Of rhymes 
wherewith to crown your honoured name: In you not fourscore years 
can dim the flame Of love, whose blessed glow transcends the laws Of 
time and change and mortal life and death. Christina Rossetti, 1830 – 
1894

https://poets.org/poet/christina-rossetti
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Referendum 
Ballot Paper, 
Italy, 2022



Antonio Perri, Luciano Perondi, Leonardo Romei

Gioacchino da 
Fiore, Liber 
Figurarum, ca. 13th 
century
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William Perault, 
Knight of Faith from 
Summa de vitiis, ca. 
13th century
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Burchard von 
Worms
(Burchardus 
Wormatiensis),
page from
Collectio Canonum 
libri XX, XI-XII sec.
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Werner Rolewinck, 
Fasciculus 
Temporum omnes 
antiquorum cronicas 
succinte 
complectens, 
1425-1502,
handwritten version
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Werner Rolewinck, 
Fasciculus Temporum 
omnes antiquorum 
cronicas succinte 
complectens, 
1425-1502,
printed by Erhart 
Ratdolt in Venice, 
1482
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Leonardo da Vinci, 
Anatomical  
Drawings, RL 
19007v - 19013v, 
manuscripts, 
ca.1510-11
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Leonardo da Vinci, 
Anatomical  
Drawing, RL 
12603r, 
manuscript, 
ca.1490-2

Leonardo da Vinci, 
Codex Atlanticus, 
197v, manuscript, 
1508
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Gerardus Mercator, 
Litterarum latinarum, 
quas Italicas, 
cursoriasque vocant, 
scribendarum ratio, 
1540
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Robert Fludd, 
Utriusque cosmi 
maioris scilicet et 
minoris [...] historia, 
published by Johann 
Theodor de Bry, 1619
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Robert Bénard after 
Belin and Gaussier 
drawings. Marine 
Nautical Etching, 
copperplate engraving 
from Diderot and 
d’Alembert’s 
Encyclopédie, Paris, 
1772
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Charles Minard, 
Carte figurative 
des pertes 
successives en 
hommes de 
l'armée française 
dans la campagne 
de Russie 
1812-1813, 1869



Antonio Perri, Luciano Perondi, Leonardo Romei

Frank Henry Netter. 
Atlas of Human 
Anatomy, 
Netherlands: Elsevier, 
2018
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Senev, Aleksandar, 
Elisabet Van Loon, 
Evelyne Lerut, Jasper 
Callemeyn, Maarten 
Coemans, Vicky Van 
Sandt, Dirk Kuypers, 
Marie-Paule Emonds, 
and Maarten Naesens. 
"Risk factors, 
histopathological 
features, and graft 
outcome of transplant 
glomerulopathy in the 
absence of 
donor-specific HLA 
antibodies." Kidney 
International 100, no. 
2 (2021): 401-414
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1 year
9 months > 9 months
3 months > 3 months > 3 months 
3 months > 3 months > 3 months 

Codex Mendoza, f. 
24v,  26r, details, ca. 
1540
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Codex 
Fejérváry-Mayer, f. 44, 
end of the 15th 
century
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Sumerian tablet, 
Uruk III, ca. 3000 BC.
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Alpaca design studio, 
Dante Inferno 
interactive map.
2018
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