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For successful planning of early reading instruction, it is important to identify if and when morphology 
contributes to reading and spelling among children with decoding difficulties. The present study is part 
of a research project that investigates whether intensive training in phonology and/or morphology can 
be beneficial for poor readers in grade two and four in a Swedish context (cf. Hasenäcker et al. 2023; 
Kirby et al. 2018; Levesque et al. 2021). Swedish has a semi-transparent orthography with a quite 
complex morphology, and it is still unclear to what extent morphology plays a role in the early literacy 
development of Swedish — if so, at what stage, when cracking the code or at a later stage? The study 
explores to what extent morphology, in addition to already known predictors such as phonemic 
awareness and rapid automatic naming (RAN), may explain individual variations in word reading and 
spelling in children identified with word reading difficulties. Two hundred children from several 
schools in a Swedish region, 75 in grade two and 125 in grade 4, are included. They were selected based 
on low performance on a decoding test (words and non-words) in May 2023. In autumn 2023, they will 
be further tested (as part of the pretest procedure of the larger intervention project). Hence, the focus 
of this study is on the results from this testing. By conducting correlation and regression analyses, we 
study to what extent morphology may explain the individual variations in word reading and spelling in 
these children when controlling for phonemic awareness and RAN in grade 2 and 4 respectively. In 
conclusion, we hope to contribute with knowledge regarding the role of morphology in early literacy 
development for struggling readers that may inform when and how elements of phonics and 
morphology should be implemented in reading instruction. 
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